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uring the last twenty years, the decline of pollinating insects and its 
consequences on the reproduction of wild and cultivated plants have 

raised concerns and questions not only among the scienti� c community but 
also within public authorities.

Wild bees play a signi� cant role in the pollination of many crops and wild 
plants. Like many insects, they are victims of various pressures related 
to more intensive agricultural practices and the development of transport 
networks. The consequences on wild bee populations in Europe are such 
that today a number of species are threatened with extinction.

Roads are partly responsible for the pressures that affect wild bee 
populations, but in areas that have experienced environmental damage, 
road verges can help to overcome some of the problems. Indeed in some 
places road verges are the last sites that harbour the natural � ora and 
its associated insects. They cover thousands of hectares on the national 
scale and are therefore linked to a wide variety of natural environments that 
make up the green network.
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