TRAN s P 0 RTATI 0 N y M 0 B I L I TY This thematic file presents IFSTTAR's research on gender in trans-

port, mobility and safety, a topic to which the public authorities are
A N D S E c U R I TY. A M ATT E R attaching ever greater importance®.
u This research confirms that men and women do not use the same
? transport modes, and do not share the same frequencies or purposes
0 F G E N D E R - of trip-making. Such differentiation appears very early in life and

continues throughout it: elderly women stop driving sooner than
men.

These differences may be partly due to a higher perception of risk.
Women feel greater unease in public spaces and when using public
transport. This perception of risk may explain some of their travel
choices, such as their low level of interest in motorised two-whee-
lers. It may also explain their behaviours as drivers, motorcyclists and
pedestrians, and their lower pass rate in the practical driving test’.
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By Marie-Axelle Granig,
Researcher in developmental social psychology,
TS2" Department, LESCOT? Laboratory

The difference between the sexes has long been ignored in the fields
of both planning and transport. In the past, transport planners

made no distinction between individuals on the grounds of their sex. Taking account of women in transport research suggests new ways
Nevertheless, decisions were primarily taken by men, based on their answering old questions. It requires us to redefine our current areas
interests and experience?®. This failure accentuated and perpetuated of concern and give women a role not only as subjects for research
inequalities between men and women with regard to mobility®. but also as active participants in the framing of policies for urban

In this context, social beliefs that disparage women drivers appeared areas and transport.

at the same time as the motor car, with the implicit aim of keeping
women at home¢. Are the current challenges that face us in the
1. TS2: Transport, Health, Safety Department

areas of transport, mObility and Safety a matter of gender? 2. LESCOT: Laboratory Ergonomics and Cognitive Sciences applied to Transport
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What about “gender” then?

“Gender" refers to the beliefs and stereotypes that relate to each sex. It also refers to the activi- e. Some of the results presented in this file were presentedin 2016 as part of the
ties, roles and personality traits a society deems to be more appropriate for men or women and work of the French Senate’s Commission for Women'’s Rights see "Les femmes et
which it values as “masculine” or feminine”. lautomobl.le http.s://w,:/vvuse.nat.fr/nqtlfe—rapport/zo15/r75—8’35—r.70t1ce.html.
. o e B ) f. The project entitled “Permis_HF. Différence de sexe dans la réussite au permis de
The concepts of “masculine” and “feminine” therefore relate to “gender”. conduire : des paradoxes constatés vers les explications” got under way in 2017, It is the
outcome of collaboration between IFSTTAR (TS2-LMA and TS2-LESCOT), Aix-Marseille

Does the question of “gender" provide us with a new way of seeing things? Université and Université Lyon 2, and is financed by the Road Safety Directorate at the
. . . . Mini: hel I

“Gender" is a social construct that creates a hierarchy between men and women. While the inistry of the Interior

biological differences between the sexes are relatively stable, the social expectations that are

linked to gender vary from one time or place to another. If we wish to investigate gender, we

therefore need to consider both men and women and the similarities and differences between

them.
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